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Week Ending Friday, December 20, 2002

Statement on the Resignation of 
Henry Kissinger as Chairman of the 
National Commission on Terrorist 
Attacks Upon the United States 
December 13, 2002

It is with regret that I accept Dr. Kissin-
ger’s decision to step down as Chairman of 
the national commission to investigate the 
events of September 11, 2001, and the years 
that led up to that event. 

As I stated at the time of his appointment, 
Dr. Kissinger is one our Nation’s most ac-
complished and respected public servants. I 
thank him for his willingness to consider 
serving his country once again. His chairman-
ship would have provided the insights and 
analysis the Government needs to under-
stand the methods of our enemies and the 
nature of the threats we face. 

My administration will work quickly to se-
lect a new Chairman whose mission will be 
to uncover every detail and learn every lesson 
of September 11, even as we act on what 
we have learned so far to better protect and 
defend America. 

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Transmitting a Report on Northern 
Ireland 
December 13, 2002

Dear Mr. Chairman: 
I am transmitting to you a report prepared 

by my Administration as required by section 
701(d) of the Foreign Relations Authoriza-
tion Act, Fiscal Year 2003 (Public Law 107–
228). 

The enclosed report broadly addresses po-
licing reform and human rights in Northern 
Ireland. It provides information on topics of 
interest outlined by the Congress, including 

details on paramilitary decommissioning, and 
the manner in which U.S. law enforcement 
training for members of the Police Service 
of Northern Ireland is being administered. 

Sincerely, 
George W. Bush 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Joseph R. 
Biden, Jr., chairman, Senate Committee on For-
eign Relations, and Henry J. Hyde, chairman, 
House Committee on International Relations. 
This item was not received in time for publication 
in the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address 
December 14, 2002

Good morning. This week I introduced 
new members of my economic team. For the 
Secretary of the Treasury, I have submitted 
the name of John Snow, a respected business 
leader and economist who shares my com-
mitment to faster growth and more new jobs 
for American workers. I have nominated Bill 
Donaldson to serve as Chairman of the Secu-
rities and Exchange Commission, to vigor-
ously enforce the laws against corporate cor-
ruption. And here at the White House, Steve 
Friedman will be the Director of the Na-
tional Economic Council, giving me daily ad-
vice on our economy. 

These leaders will assume their duties at 
an important moment for our economy. 
There are many good signs. Inflation is firmly 
under control, which means food, clothing, 
and other necessities are more affordable. 
Mortgage interest rates remain at historic 
lows, helping more Americans become 
homeowners. And growth has returned to the 
American economy. 

Yet we also face specific challenges that 
could slow the recovery and limit future 
growth. Many Americans have very little 
money left over after taxes. Some struggle 
under a weight of debt that makes it difficult 
to save for retirement. Investor confidence 


